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DANUM VALLEY FIELD CENTRE IS ONE OF THE FOREMOST RAINFOREST RESEARCH CENTRE 

IN THE WORLD  

 

KOTA KINABALU (Monday) – Danum Valley Field Centre has evolved into one of the 

foremost rainforest research centre in the world, at par with Barro Colorado Island in 

Panama and La Selva Station in Costa Rica which have been around for much longer. This 

was disclosed by Datuk Sapawi Bin Haji Ahmad, Director of Yayasan Sabah at the opening of 

Danum Valley Stakeholder’s Validation Workshop which was held at Shangri-La’s Tanjung 

Aru Resort and Spa on Monday, 9 April 2018  

 

“The success story of Danum Valley is made possible with the strong support by the 

government departments and agencies such as Sabah Forestry Department, Sabah Wildlife 

Department and local universities/institutions,” he said. 

 

His speech was delivered by Datuk Hajah Rosmawati Haji Lasuki, Deputy Director of Yayasan 

Sabah. 

 

“We are also honoured to work with The Royal Society, United Kingdom, who supported the 

South East Asia Rainforest Research Programme in Danum Valley, and under which a large 

number of Danum Valley’s research activities were conducted by researchers and scientists 

from overseas,” he added. 

 

He explained, “I understand that outcomes of the research as well as the results of scientific 

expeditions and wildlife surveys organised by Yayasan Sabah Group with support from 

relevant government departments and agencies, universities/institutions of higher learning 

and NGOs provided input to the Management Plan Review.”  

 

The workshop was organised in conjunction with the mid-term review of Danum Valley 

Conservation Area Strategic Management Plan (2010 – 2020).  

 

Datuk Sapawi further explained that the workshop is one of Yayasan Sabah Group effort to 

being transparent in managing Danum Valley Conservation Area and what the expectations 
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of the stakeholders are for the protection of Danum Valley Conservation Area values, 

research direction and also delivery of visitor services and facilities. 

 

“Through the workshop, comprehensive review of progress of implementation of 

programmes during the first five years of the Plan starting from 2010 until 2015 were 

provided. With this progress report, we are able to assess progress towards achievement of 

Danum Valley Conservation Area’s objectives; whether the programmes undertaken are 

performing towards achieving the target. If the programmes undertaken were not 

performing towards achieving the target, remedial action will be recommended,” said Datuk 

Sapawi. 

 

He added, “Besides reviewing programmes undertaken, Danum Valley Conservation Area’s 

infrastructures and environmental conditions were also analysed, reviewed and 

recommended options for improvements. All proposed recommendations will be addressed 

in order to achieve objectives that has been outlined in the Plan.” 

 

Datuk Sapawi also highlighted that the future direction of management of Danum Valley 

Conservation Area must take into consideration particularly on substantial resources usage 

both financial and manpower in managing not only Danum Valley but also other 

conservation areas under Yayasan Sabah Group’s purview. 

 

The workshop was facilitated by Dr. Rahimatsah Amat, Consultant for Mid-Term Review of 

the Danum Valley Conservation Area Management Plan cum CEO and Founder of Sabah 

Environmental Trust. 

 

A total of 100 members of the stakeholders comprising environmental experts, officials 

from government departments, universities and institutions, NGO’s, tour operators and 

concerned individuals participated in the workshop. 

 

Danum Valley Conservation Area is managed by Yayasan Sabah Group under the aegis of the 

Danum Valley Management Committee which included the Sabah Forestry Department, the 

Sabah Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Environment, Sabah Wildlife Department, Universiti 

Malaysia Sabah and several other State and Federal Government departments/agencies, 

institutions and NGOs with interests in forest research conservation. 
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Pix 1 : 

Dr. Yap Sau Wai, Group Manager of Conservation and Environmental Management 

Division (left) presenting a memento to Datuk Hajah Rosmawati. Also in the photo is Dr. 

Rahimatsah. 

 

 
Pix 2 : 

Dr. Rahimatsah presenting Danum Valley Conservation Area Management Plan Mid-

Term Review Report. 
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Pix 3 : 

Group discussion in progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

-----ENDS----- 

 

For further details, please contact:   Sam S. Karnail  

Group Manager 

Corporate Communications Division 

Yayasan Sabah Group 

Tel : 088-326448 

Fax : 088-421526/088-326424 

Email : sam@icsb-sabah.com.my 

 


